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 Reading between the Lines

21. kafli

Get to grips with: be able to handle something, handle, tackle  (ná tökum á)

fate:  destiny (örlög, hlutskipti) 

fickle: always changing, not stable (óstöðugur, hverflyndur)

fickleness: unstability (hverflyndi, óstöðugleiki)

cuddy-wifties: lefthanded people

plight: in great trouble, bad circumstances (aðstæður – slæmar aðstæður)

keggy-fistie: lefthanded

corrie-paw: lefthanded

highlight: emphazise, make noticeable (gera áberandi)

mark: make noticeable (auðkenna, merkja)

dialect: the kind of way the language is spoken (mállýska)

describe: give a representation of a person or a thing (skýra frá, lýsa)

condition: state, circumstances (ástand)

ambidextrous: equally good with both hands, left and right (jafnvígur á báðar hendur)

activity: action, occupation (athafnarsemi, virkni)

in vain: with no result (til einskis)

cheque: written order to a bank to pay out money from an account (ávísun, tékki)

domestic: of one´s home (heimilis- )

flex: electric cord (rafmagnssnúra)

inconveniently emerge: come out irritatingly (koma út á óþægilegum stað)

proprietor: owner (eigandi)

variety: of many different (various) kinds: (úrval)

vary: change (breyta)

implement: tool (áhald, tæki)

southpaw: lefthanded

aim: direct (towards a target), intend (miða að, stefna)

awareness: having knowledge or realization (meðvitund, skilningur)

raise awareness: let people know about something

on- hand: present (viðstaddur)

inconvenience: causind discomfort (valda óþægindum)

ailment: disease 

civilisation: advanced stage or system of social development (siðmenning)

corkscrew: tool for extracting corks from bottles 

gripe: complain (kvarta, kvörtun)

contortion: twisting

stub: the part of the cheque retained as a record

indicator: a thing that displays/shows something

sinister: evil threatening/ left

to protest: to express a strong objection

protest: a strong statement or demostration of objection or disapproval

surprisingly: oddly

minority: small number. Andheiti: majority

politically correct: when you say something so that you won´t defend anyone

due: because of

repress: keep under control, restrict, hold back

haughty sence: very proud, arrogant

superiority: to be much better at something => the opposite of inferiority

awkward: clumsy

creative: imaginative

artistic: liking or skilled in painting, music, etc.

left-field: absolutely wrong

survey: poll

mouthpiece: left-handed people´s spokesman, representative of left people

dexterously challenged: not very good with our right hand, left-handed

dexter: right

handy: convienient

even-handed: ambitextrous, equally good with both hands; fair 

stigma: mark of shame, something to be ashamed of

gifted: talented

handicap: holds you back, makes things more difficult

22. kafli

vegetarian: a person who does not eat meat of any kind

diet: what you eat

according to: as said or told by

study: research, report

publish: issue 

journal: magazine

previous: earlier, former

report: study, research

healthy: nutrisious, nourishing, healthful

conclusion: a judgement, verdict

confuse: mixed up

aspect: side

contribute: bring about the conclusion

exclude: to leave out of consideration => the opposite of include

social status: possission of someone in society

economic status: how rich you are, how much money you´ve got

someone´s socio-economic status: where one stands in society, what social class one belongs to and whether one is rich or poor

campaign director: the man that manages a promotion

death rates: number of people that die

overall: on the whole

hygiene: clean; health

saturate: fill completely

carbohydrate: substance containing carbon, hydrogen and oxygen

fibre: thread like substance, the sugars found in food

23. kafli

affect: have an effect on, have an impact on

commonly: often

inattentive: distracted, thinking of something else

steadfastly: absolutely

insist: maintain

negligible: very small, so small you can ignore it

eligible: qualified, suitable

pediatric: curing children

observation: notice

release: loose

symptom: sign of condition

shakiness: trembleness

anxiety: nervousness, worry, unease

excitement: thrill

concentration problem: inattentiveness
24. kafli

cover: report for a newspaper, write about

earthquake: violent movement of part of the earth´s crust

on the evidence of : to judge by

various: different kinds

coverage: the extent of the inclusion of items in a newsreport

extent:  degree, partly, but not completely

to a large extent: largeley

dispatch: written report

conform: to act according to

expectation: what is expected, what is believed that will come or happen

tend: to be likely to do something

accentuate: emphasise, focus on


scene: the things that have happened, incident

destruction: when somethin has been destroyed, ruined

crushing: overwhelming

in particular: more than others

prowl: moving about looking for something

confrontation: disagreement

confront: bring face to face with

prodd: push someone to do something

incline to: have a tendency to

include: contain, take in, take in account

harmony: people working together, helping each other

discord: conflict, disagreement => the opposite of harmony

expect: what is expected, what is believed that will come or happen

repertoire: list of questions one has available

shelter: a protection against wind, rain, enemies etc.

intrude: to enter, when umwelcome or unwanted

privacy: solitude

bitterness: full of pain and sorrow

striking calm: noticeable calm/relaxation

create: show, reflect, illustrate, demonstrate

distinctly: clearly

impression: feeling, hunch, vague idea

reactions: response to a situation

bureau: office

stunned: very surprised, shocked, astonished

extent: how far the damage extends, how much the damage is

broadcast: to send out (on radio etc)

section: part of

collapse: ruined, to fall down and break into pieces

pan: to move

intact: undamaged

barely: not more than

detailed: precice, careful

press: push

pursue: to after, investigate, follow

aspect: a side of

subtext: side issue

blunder: big mistake

fail: neglect

relief: assistance to those in need, help, aid

confrontational: argument, disagreement

hit on: find by chance, find by luck

endure: tolerate

cherish: you love it

virtue: good (moral) quality (dyggð), quality  => the opposite of vice (löstur) 

condition: circumstances

to feature: put, emphasise

in passing: just because you just happen to mention, briefly

resident: a person who lives in a particular place

apparently: clearly

voicing: to express

complaints: cause of dissatisfaction

subjected: not indepentent, but dominated by another power

colonization: establish a colony in

eagerly: with great enthusiasm

Japan - bashing: criticize the Japanese, finding fault with Japan

columnist: a person who writes regular articles for a newspaper

orderly behavior: disciplined, well behaved

automaton: robot

ancestry: a line of ancestors coming before you

eventually: finally

admire: think highly of

amazing: unbelievable

perseverance: carry on inspite of difficulties, keep going, persist

solidarity: the uniting of the interests, feelings or actions

25. kafli

fact: truth

admit: confess

doze off: sleep lightly

figure: number

impressive: striking

statistics: item of information expressed in numbers

presumably: it may be assumed

strike: hit

chords: straight line joining two points in a curve

boozy: alchoholic drink

lunch: midday meal

signalmen: person responsible for operationg railway signals

induce: cause

span: to stretch across

reinvent: discover again

siesta: afternoon nap or rest

collective: number of people etc. combined into one group

clinical: based on observation of the patient

narcotic: drug that can stops pain

nation: the people in a country, inhabitatants of a particular country

attention: attentiveness, concerntration

26. kafli

flippant: not serious
yearn: desire

saviour: the one who saves, like Messias
mentality: way of thinking
counterparts: people in simular jobs
rudiments: main rules
rigorous: very stiff
hang-up: difficulties
determine: decide

harsh: tough

budding: developing

be reluctant (to do sth): not wanting (to do sth.)

gentlemensky style: (here) a deal based only on a handshake

whacking inflation: a very high inflation (óðaverðbólga)

havoc: eyðilegging

unscrupulous: dishonest

carte blanche: free hands

scotch: sudden end, cut on

slick: 

entourage: 

referendum: 
